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HELLENIC RARITIES COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL REPORT – 2014

The following evaluations concern reports sent to the Committee for 2014. Also included are previous years’ records of birds (or groups of birds) not included in 

G.Handrinos & T.Akriotis “The Birds of Greece” (Helm, 1997) or the previous annual reports of the HRC.  
The taxonomic order followed is compliant to the latest revision of the Association of European Records and Rarities Committees (AERC-TAC, 2011b).

The details given for each record are analyzed with the following order:

1. Prefecture or island. 
2. City, village or location.

3. Number, sex, age and subspecies (if identified).
4. Date/s of observation.

5. Bird’s condition (dead, exhausted or wounded, ringed).
6. Additional information-facts (photographs, sample, acoustic or visual media, other). 

7. Name/s of observers with the order given in the form.

Abbreviations:

AERC 
        Association of European Records and Rarities Committees. 
ANIMA      Hellenic Wildlife Care (Athina).
BoG
        The Birds of Greece (Handrinos & Akriotis, 1997). 

HRC
        Hellenic Rarities Committee.
HBRC         Hellenic Bird Ringing Centre.
HWH
        Hellenic Wildlife Hospital (Aigina).
I. Observations of rare species approved by the Committee 

Where necessary, there is a small descriptive text. The chronological appearance of the species in Greece may change in the future if older observations arise and become accepted:
Common Eider   Somateria mollissima

Serifos, Vagia, 1 first year, 5/10/2010, photos, (C.Alston, E.Bakourou).

Long-tailed Duck   Clangula hyemalis
Aitoloakarnania, Plostaina, 1 first winter, 19+20/1/2014, photos, (I.Rousopoulos).

Kastoria, Orestiada, 1 adult female, 19-22/1/2014, photo, (C.Toskos, N.Panagio-topoulos, K.Kapourgas).

Thessaloniki, Gallikos Delta, 2 adult females and 1 adult male, 15/2/2014, photos, (O.Tzimoulis).

Horned Grebe   Podiceps auritus
Thessaloniki, Axios Delta, 1 adult, 25/1/2014, photo, (O.Tzimoulis, G.Goutakolis, D.Karakolis).
Florina, Mikri Prespa, 4 adults, 21+25/10/2014, (G.Katsadorakis, A.Kastritis, V.Saravia Mullin).
The Committee is aware of, and awaits the submission of, several other observations.  

European Storm Petrel   Hydrobates pelagicus
Rodos, sea area N of Rodos, 1 individual, 23/9/2000, found exhausted, photo, (HWH).
The Committee is aware of, and awaits the submission of, several other observations.  

Northern Gannet   Morus bassanus
Argolida, Ermioni, 1 adult, 11/10/2000, found exhausted, photo, (HWH).
Hania, Elafonisi, 1 second winter, 9/1/2005, (M.Dretakis).

Kavala, Erateino, 1 third year, 18/10/2007, photos, (H.Jerrentrup).
Patra, sea area N of Patra, 1 third year, 17/10/2008, found exhausted, photo, (ANIMA).

Rough-legged Buzzard   Buteo lagopus

Irakleio, Almyros, 1 adult, 16/1/1999, (M.Dretakis).
Irakleio, Laloumas, 1 individual, 28/1/2006, photos, (M.Dretakis).

Limnos, Asprolimni, 1 individual, 28/1/2010, (E.Kakalis, V.Trigou).
The Committee is aware of, and awaits the submission of, several other observations.  

Steppe Eagle   Aquila nipalensis
Kavala, Zarkadia, 1 immature, 22/10/2013, photos, (I.Kotzapanagiotis).

Saker Falcon   Falco cherrug
Hania, Kournas, 1 adult, 23/11/1996, (M.Dretakis).

Lasithi, Bramiana, 1 immature, 5/10/1997, (M.Dretakis).

Irakleio, Idi, 1 adult, 10/9/1998, (M.Dretakis).

Karpathos, Orkili, 1 immature, 22/3/2014, (N.Probonas).
Thessaloniki, Gallikos Delta, 1 first year, 29/8/2014, found wounded, photos, (ANIMA).
The Committee is aware of, and awaits the submission of, several other observations.  

Corn Crake   Crex crex

Rodopi, Proskynites, 5 individuals, 30/8/2014, (D.Kokkinidis).

Demoiselle Crane   Grus virgo
Evros, Evros Delta, 1 adult, 15/4/1977, (A.Wittgen, O.van Hoorn).
This is the 3rd observation in Greece, 21 years after the last one (Serres, 1956).

Little Bustard   Tetrax tetrax
Fthiotida, Sperheios Delta, 1 adult female, 21/12/2014, photos, (T.Theofanopoulos).

Black-winged Pratincole   Glareola nordmanni
Lesvos, Vouvaris, 2 adults, 16/4/2007, photos, (G.Segelbacher, J.Chantler, R.Heading).

Caspian Plover   Charadrius asiaticus
Attiki, Spata, 1 adult male, 8/4/2014, photos, (I.Vlatsiotis).
This is the 7th observation of this species in Greece.
White-tailed Lapwing   Vanellus leucurus
Lesvos, Skala Polihnitou, 1 adult, 16/4/2006, photos, (C.Jakes).

Pectoral Sandpiper   Calidris melanotos
Kerkyra, Lefkimmi, 1 adult, 25/4/2014, (G.Sellors).
Attiki, Shinias, 14-16/9/2014, 1 first year, photo, (V.Giannakouris, K.Giannakouris).

Before these records, there were a total of 9 observations of the species in Greece. 

European Herring Gull   Larus argentatus
Irakleio, Limani, 1 first winter, 19-25/11/1998, (M.Dretakis).

Armenian Gull   Larus armenicus
Kerkyra, Benitses, 1 adult, 11/1/2014, photos, (I.Gasteratos, Z.Fondoulakou).
Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis meena
Serres, Kerkini, 3 individuals, 28/12/2013-3/2/2014, photos, (M.Kotsakis, E.Georgo-poulou, Z.Georgopoulou-Kotsaki, I.Theodoropoulos, K.Papadopoulos, I.Gasteratos, Z.Fondoulakou, E.Sideri, A.Tsilianidis).
Laughing Dove   Streptopelia senegalensis

Hania, Mouri, 3 individuals, 21/6/2014, (M.Dretakis, I.Kontogeorgos, E.Papadimi-trakis).

Bluethroat   Luscinia svecica

Lesvos, Tsiknias, 1 second year male, 23/4/2011, photo, (K.Mullarney).

Hania, Agia, 1 individual, 2/10/2014, photos, (N.Samaritakis).

Halkidiki, Nea Fokaia, 1 individual, 22/10/2014, (P.Karagianni).
White-throated Robin   Irania gutturalis
Lesvos, Ipsilou, 1 adult male and 1 adult female, 7-19/5/2001, photo, (R.Brooks).

Siberian Stonechat   Saxicola maurus
Lesvos, Kalloni, 1 second year male, 26/4/2014, photos, (M.S.Hodgson, R.Thorpe, S.P.Dudley, K.Mullarney).

This is the 1st observation of this species in Lesvos and the 2nd in Greece.
Finch’s Wheatear   Oenanthe finschii
Lesvos, Sigri, 1 adult male, 16/2/2014, photos, (E.Galinou).

This is the 6th observation of this species in Greece and the 5th in Lesvos.
Pallas’s Leaf Warbler   Phylloscopus proregulus
Lesvos, Meladia, 1 adult, 8/5/2014, photos, (J.Coppock, Ε.Hudson, S.P.Dudley).

This is the 1st observation of this species in Lesvos and the 2nd in Greece.
Yellow-browed Warbler   Phylloscopus inornatus
Attiki, Vravrona, 1 individual, 19/1-2/4/2014, photo, (E.Stavrakas, C.Ananiadis, E.Chatzivasiloglou, C.Vlachos, N.Petrou, P.Petrou, M.Moschovis, A.Tsafonis, A.Tsafonis, A.Varsos, N.Fokas, T.Gaitanakis, G.Beriatos, E.Karabilas, G.Alexandridi, M.Kotsakis, M.Ladonikola).
Attiki, Lykavittos, 1 individual, 20/1-20/3/2014, photo, (E.Stavrakas, N.Probonas, C.Vlachos, A.Tsafonis, A.Tsafonis, P.Andriopoulos, V.Kalomoiri, V.Antoniou, G.Alexandris, T.Kominos, A.Galanaki, M.Ladonikola, E.Varsou, E.Bourdakis, A.Kastritis, M.Kotsakis).

Attiki, Ymittos, 1 individual, 19+20/3/2014, photos, (G.Alexandris, E.Stavrakas).
Before these records, there were a total of 14 observations of the species in Greece. 
Isabelline Shrike   Lanius isabellinus isabellinus
Aitoloakarnania, Neohori, 1 adult male, 2/4/2014, photos, (S.Skareas).

Argolida, Timenio, 1 first winter, 13-15/11/2014, photos, (I.Stoyanova Radeva, A.Starfas, P.Leontidis, A.Marinis, S.Tsilibi, N.Probonas, C.Vlachos, G.Alexandris, G.Beriatos, E.Stavrakas, T.Gaitanakis, P.Petrou, N.Petrou, E.Bourdakis, N.Tsiopelas, A.Tsaknakis, D.Zachos, P.Mantzouratou, D.Koutsaftis, M.Koutsaftis).

Red-fronted Serin   Serinus pusillus

Samos, Psili Ammos, 1 individual, 5/1/2014, photo, (A.Korakis).

Trumpeter Finch   Bucanetes githagineus
Lakonia, Kokkinogeia, 1 adult male, 29/3/2013, (T.Collins, M.Grindle).

This is the 10th observation of this species in Greece.
Common Rosefinch   Carpodacus erythrinus
Lesvos, Skala Eressou, 1 adult male, 14/5/2014, photo, (R.Gibb).
Lesvos, Skala Kallonis, 1 adult female, 29/9/2014, (R.Thorpe).
These are the 4th and 5th observations for Lesvos.
Snow Bunting   Plectrophenax nivalis nivalis
Evros, Evros Delta, 1 adult female, 28/11/2014, photos, (S.Kazantzidis).

This is the 7th observation of this species in Greece.
II. Rare species observations accepted by the Committee but included in Category C
The following records were approved but the recorded species is included in Category C of the List of the Birds of Greece:

Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri
Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 115 individuals, 17/11/2010, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 141 individuals, 27/10/2012, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 224 individuals, 8/12/2013, (G.Beriatos).
These are notable gatherings of the species for Greece. 

III. Records accepted by the Committee, in Category A, but not referring to rare species
The following observations were accepted; nevertheless the recorded species are not included in the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. In every record there is an explanatory text:
Mute Swan   Cygnus olor
Evros, Evros Delta, 1.219 individuals, 14/2/2014, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 1.183 individuals, 24/2/2014, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis, 
D.Vangeluwe, S.Rozenfeld, N.Calin).
These are impressive gatherings of the species for Greece. 
Tundra Swan   Cygnus columbianus bewickii 

Evros, Evros Delta, 2.616 individuals, 14/2/2014, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 3.348 individuals, 24/2/2014, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis, 
D.Vangeluwe, S.Rozenfeld, N.Calin).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece, but the count of 3.348 birds in Evros is the highest for this species in Greece.

Whooper Swan   Cygnus cygnus
Evros, Evros Delta, 1.184 individuals, 14/2/2014, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis).
Evros, Evros Delta, 1.099 individuals, 24/2/2014, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis, 
D.Vangeluwe, S.Rozenfeld, N.Calin).
These are impressive gatherings of the species for Greece. 
Ruddy Shelduck   Tadorna ferruginea
Evros, Evros Delta, 4.130 individuals, 24/2/2014, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis, 
D.Vangeluwe, S.Rozenfeld, N.Calin).
Evros, Evros Delta, 4.000 individuals, 27/2/2014, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis).

The count of 4.130 birds in Evros is the highest for this species in Greece.

Greater Scaup   Aythya marila
Hania, Agia, 1 adult female, 25/3/2012, photo, (N.Samaritakis).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece, but this is the 1st observation of the species in Crete. 
Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis   

Attiki, Shinias, 1 adult, 11/5/2014, photo, (V.Giannakouris, K.Giannakouris).
This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. 

Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus
Attiki, Shinias, 1 first winter, 19/1/2014, photo, (K.Giannakouris, V.Giannakouris).
This is one of the very few winter records of the species in Greece. 
Eurasian Stone-curlew   Burhinus oedicnemus

Karpathos, Kipos Afiarti, 2 individuals, 17/1/2014, (N.Probonas).

This is one of the very few winter records of the species in Greece. 
Greater Sand Plover   Charadrius leschenaultii
Thesprotia, Kalamas Delta, 1 individual, 15/5/1998, photo, (N.Bowman).

Hania, Elafonisi, 1 first winter, 12/12/2012, photos, (A.Kaltsis).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. 

Eurasian Dotterel   Charadrius morinellus

Pella, Voras, 1 pair and nest with 2 eggs, 3/6/1986, (J.Holzinger).

Larisa, Olympos, 1 adult, 30/5/1988, (J.Holzinger).

Messinia, Taygetos, 2 adults, 24/5/1989, (J.Holzinger).

Messinia, Taygetos, 1 adult, 25/5/1989, (J.Holzinger).
Ahaia, Panahaiko, 12 individuals, 30/3/2014, photos, (P.Mantzouratou, D.Koutsaftis, M.Koutsaftis, A.Theodoropoulou).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. 
The record from Voras (Kaimaktsalan) is the first confirmed breeding record of this species in Greece.
Broad-billed Sandpiper   Limicola falcinellus

Evros, Evros Delta, 50 individuals, 17+18/5/2014, photos, (R.Clarke).

This count is the highest for this species in Greece.

Black-legged Kittiwake   Rissa tridactyla
Evros, Alexandroupoli, 1 second year, 24/5/2012, photos, (J.van Deijk).

Fthiotida, Stylida, 1 first winter, 14/12/2014, photo, (G.Alexandris, M.Kotsakis, P.Petrou). 

This species has an irregular occurrence in Greece. 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater   Merops persicus
Lakonia, Tainaro, 2 adults, 21/4/2005, (T.Collins).

Lakonia, Tainaro, 1 adult, 4+5/4/2013, photos, (T.Collins, M.Grindle).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. 

Eurasian Wryneck   Jynx torquilla
Serres, Kerkini, 1 individual, 1/2/2014, (T.Kourouzidis, A.Kountourakis).

There are very few winter records of the species in Greece. 
Swallow Hybrid   Hirundo rustica x Delichon urbicum
Irakleio, Malia, 1 first year, 4/10/2014, ringed, photos, (M.Noidou, D.De Mesel).

Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava beema
Lesvos, Vergias, 1 adult male, 27/4/2005, photo, (K.Mullarney). 
Lesvos, Sigri, 1 adult male, 30/4/2013, photos, (K.Mullarney).
The specific subspecies is very rarely observed in Greece. These are the first confirmed observations from Lesvos.
Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava xanthophrys
Lesvos, Tsiknias, 1 adult male, 25/4/2014, photos, (W.Vergoossen).
This is the 1st confirmed observation from Lesvos. 
Citrine Wagtail   Motacilla citreola 

Attiki, Shinias, 1 adult female, 19/4/2014, photos, (V.Giannakouris,K.Giannakouris).
Attiki, Pikrodafni, 1 first year, 28+29/9/2014, photos, (M.Kotsakis, A.Tsaknakis, D.Zachos).

Karpathos, Tristomo, 1 first year, 4/10/2014, photos, (N.Probonas, J.Fric, K.Proto-pappas).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. 

White Wagtail   Motacilla alba yarrellii
Lasithi, Itanos, 1 adult male, 6/4/2014, photos, (M.Dretakis, E.M. Landre, A.Contos).
The specific subspecies is very rarely observed in Greece. 
Whinchat   Saxicola rubetra
Attiki, Vravrona, 1 adult female, 7/1-13/3/2014, photo, (E.Stavrakas, G.Beriatos, T.Gaitanakis).
This is one of the very few winter records of the species in Greece. 
Cinereous Bunting   Emberiza cineracea
Karpathos, Tristomo, 1 adult male, 26/4/2014, (N.Probonas).
This is the 1st observation of the species in Karpathos. 
ΙV. Rare species observations accepted by the Committee but included in Category E 

The following observations were accepted, but the recorded species are highly likely to be escapes and are not therefore included in the List of the Birds of Greece:

Black Swan   Cygnus atratus

Skiathos, Strofylia, 3 adults, 29+30/11/2014, photo, (N.Probonas).
Barnacle Goose   Branta leucopsis
Attiki, Nea Makri, 1 immature, 15/8/2008, photos, (ANIMA).

Crested Pigeon   Ocyphaps lophotes
Aitoloakarnania, Kleisova, 1 adult, 3/8/2014, photo, (V.Giannakouris, K.Gianna-kouris).
Senegal Parrot   Poicephalus senegalus
Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 1 individual, 26/11/2002, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 2 individuals, 8/12/2002, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 2 individuals, 31/8/2003, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 2 individuals, 5/11/2003, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 3 individuals, 19/9/2004, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 4 individuals, 2/10/2005, (G.Beriatos, N.Probonas).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 5 individuals, 17/12/2005, (G.Beriatos, N.Probonas).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 2 individuals, 17/9/2006, (G.Beriatos, N.Probonas, T.Gaitanakis).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 3 individuals, 12/12/2007, (G.Beriatos).
Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 5 individuals, 23/11/2014, photo, (P.Andriopoulos, D.Christidi, I.Gabriilidi).
Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 1 adult, 13/12/2014, photo, (G.Beriatos).

Alexandrine Parakeet   Psittacula eupatria
Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 2 individuals, 15/2/1998, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 7 individuals, 28/5/1998, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 5 individuals, 11/1/1999, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 5 individuals, 22/10/1999, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 7 individuals, 2/11/1999, (G.Beriatos).
Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 3 individuals, 7/4/2007, photo, (N.Probonas, G.Georgiou).
Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 3 individuals, 21/3/2011, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 5 individuals, 23/4/2012, (G.Beriatos).

Attiki, Parko Antonis Tritsis, 1 adult male and 1 adult female, 24/11/2012, photo, (G.Beriatos).

Namaqua Dove   Oena capensis
Lesvos, Skala Kallonis, 1 adult female, 20/6/2008, photos, (O.Krogh, S.Kristof-fersen).
Lesvos, Meladia, 1 adult female, 12/5/2014, photos, (D.Rochtus).
Lesvos, Faneromeni, 1 adult female, 14/5/2014, (M.Cassidy, D.Lawrence).

House Finch   Carpodacus mexicanus
Antikythira, Batoudiana, 1 individual, 20/5/2014, ringed, photos, (HBRC).

V. Rare species observations not accepted by the Committee

The following observations were rejected by the Committee for not having satisfactory facts and details that would help in the right identification of the species or they were erroneously identified: 

Common Scoter   Melanitta nigra
Thessaloniki, Hinarou, 1 adult female, 11/11/2013.

Balearic Shearwater   Puffinus mauretanicus
Lesvos, Agios Fokas, 2 individuals, 15/4/2011, photos.

Barbary Falcon   Falco pelegrinoides    

Hania, Agia, 1 individual, 19/9/2010, photos.

Common Crane   Grus grus
Thessaloniki, Kalohori, 1 individual, 11/7/2013, photos.

Little Curlew   Numenius minutus
Evros, Evros Delta, 4 individuals, 2/5/2014.

Solitary Sandpiper   Tringa solitaria
Kerkyra, Astrakeri, 1 first year, 29/9/2014. 

Great Skua   Stercorarius skua

Zakynthos, sea area 10 nm S of Gerakas, 1 adult, 18/9/2014.

Pallas’s Gull   Larus ichthyaetus

Aitoloakarnania, Kleisova, 1 first year, 3/10/2011, photo.

Serres, Kerkini, 1 first winter, 9/11/2012.

Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis
Attiki, Vravrona, 2 individuals, 19/1/2014, photos.

Aitoloakarnania, Aitoliko, 1 first year, 19/9/2014, photo.

Aitoloakarnania, Kleisova, 1 first year, 30/9/2014, photo.

Middle Spotted Woodpecker   Dendrocopos medius
Hania, Sougia, 1 adult male, 2/7/2013.
Hania, Theriso, 1 adult male, 8/3/2014.

Richard’s Pipit   Anthus richardi
Lesvos, Faneromeni, 1 adult, 23/4/2014, photo.
Antikythira, Batoudiana, 1 adult, 29/4/2014, photos.

Lasithi, Vai, 1 adult, 29/12/2014, photo. 
Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica
Lasithi, Chrysi, 1 adult male, 16/4/2014.

Paddyfield Warbler   Acrocephalus agricola
Strofades, Stamfani, 1 first year, 4/9/2014, ringed, photos.

Desert Warbler   Sylvia nana
Kavala, Zarkadia, 1 adult, 29/9/2014, photos.

Spectacled Warbler   Sylvia conspicillata
Irakleio, Asterousia, 1 adult male, 15/7/1995.

Asian Brown Flycatcher   Muscicapa dauurica

Kavala, Zarkadia, 1 adult, 2/10/2014, photos.
VI. Total evaluation results
In the year 2014, the Committee evaluated 136 registration forms. 

Of them, 84 records were accepted to Category A, 3 records for Category C and 27 records added to Category E (83.80%), while 22 records were not accepted (16.20%) to Category A.
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