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HELLENIC RARITIES COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL REPORT – 2009
The following evaluations concern reports sent to the Committee for 2009. Also included are previous years’ records of birds (or groups of birds) not included in 

G.Handrinos & T.Akriotis “The Birds of Greece” (Helm, 1997) or the previous annual reports of the HRC.  
The taxonomic order followed is compliant to the last revision of the Association of European Records and Rarities Committees (AERC-TAC, 2003b).

The details given for each record are analyzed with the following order:

1. Prefecture or island. 
2. City, village or location.

3. Number, sex, age and subspecies (if identified).
4. Date/s of observation.

5. Bird’s condition (dead, exhausted or wounded, ringed).
6. Additional information-facts (photographs, sample, acoustic or visual media, other). 

7. Name/s of observers with the order given in the form.

Abbreviations:

AERC 
        Association of European Records and Rarities Committees. 

ANIMA      Hellenic Wildlife Care (Athina).
BoG
        The Birds of Greece (Handrinos & Akriotis, 1997). 

HRC
        Hellenic Rarities Committee.
HBRC         Hellenic Bird Ringing Centre.
HWH
        Hellenic Wildlife Hospital (Aigina).
I. Observations of rare species approved by the Committee 

Where necessary, there is a small descriptive text. The chronological appearance of the species in Greece may change in the future if older observations arise and become accepted:
Tundra Swan   Cygnus columbianus bewickii 

Serres, Kerkini, 4 adults, 14/1/1995, videotape, (L.Brikiatis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 406 individuals, 7/1/2009, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 182 individuals, 13/1/2009, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 22 individuals, 17/1/2009, photos, (E.Stets, M.Moschovis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 577 individuals, 20/1/2009, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 359 individuals, 22/1/2009, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis, V.Ilias).

Evros, Evros Delta, 354 individuals, 27/1/2009, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis, V.Ilias).
Evros, Evros Delta, 113 individuals, 3/2/2009, (P.Ioannidis, V.Ilias).

Evros, Evros Delta, 91 individuals, 10/2/2009, (P.Ioannidis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 100 individuals, 18/2/2009, (P.Ioannidis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 20 individuals, 24/2/2009, (P.Ioannidis, E.Makrygianni).

Evros, Evros Delta, 85 individuals, 26/2/2009, (P.Ioannidis, V.Ilias).

Evros, Evros Delta, 5 individuals, 4/3/2009, (P.Ioannidis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 800 individuals, 6/3/2009, (P.Ioannidis, I.Fakriadis, D.Vangeluwe).

Serres, Kerkini, 15 adults and 3 immatures, 6/11/2009, (G.Handrinos, M.Sarri).

Evros, Evros Delta, 15 individuals, 6/12/2009, photos, (E.Stets, C.Vithoulkas).

The count of 800 birds in Evros is the highest for this species in Greece.
Pintail   Anas acuta

Magnisia, Karla, 2 adult females and 15 ducklings, 13/6/2009, photos (A.Christopoulos, A.Dimalexis, L.Gordinhio).

Magnisia, Karla, 4 adult females, 23 juveniles and 6 ducklings, 20/6/2009, photos (A.Christopoulos, L.Gordinhio).

Magnisia, Karla, 3 adult females and 18 juveniles, 21/6/2009, (A.Christopoulos, L.Gordinhio).

These records now prove that the species nests in the above area. 
Greater Scaup   Aythya marila
Rodopi, Vistonida, 15 individuals, 13/1/1995, videotape, (L.Brikiatis).

Aitoloakarnania, Aitoliko, 1 adult female, 15/1/2009, (A.Christopoulos, T.Kominos, A.Galanaki, N.Probonas, G.Beriatos, T.Gaitanakis).
Red-throated Diver   Gavia stellata
Thessaloniki, Axios Delta, 1 adult, 24/1/2009, photo, (K.Stafylidis, O.Tzimoulis).

Kastoria, Mavrohori, 1 adult, 21/12/2009, found dead, photos, (S.Kazantzidis, M.Panagiotopoulou).
Horned Grebe   Podiceps auritus
Thessaloniki, Axios Delta, 1 adult, 24/1/2009, photos, (O.Tzimoulis, K.Stafylidis).

Kerkyra, Korissia, 1 adult, 5/2/2009, photo, (I.Gasteratos).
There are also other records not submitted to the Committee. 
Great Shearwater   Puffinus gravis
Gavdopoula, sea area E of Gavdopoula, 1 individual, 20/3/2009, (M.Dretakis, S.Xirouchakis, P.Lyberakis, G.Andreou).

This is the 2nd observation of this species in Greece.
European Storm-Petrel   Hydrobates pelagicus
Thasos, sea area 12 nm SE of Thasos, 1 individual, 10/9/2003, (A.Christidis).

Thasos, sea area 15 nm SE of Thasos, 1 individual, 9/3/2004, (A.Christidis).

Antikythira, Lagouvardos, 1 adult, 5/8/2004, (A.Christopoulos, K.Papaconstantinou).

Velopoula, sea area 10 mi S of Velopoula, 3 adults, 26/5/2008, (N.Petrou, G.Holevas).
Kythira, sea area 2 mi E of Agia Pelagia, 1 adult, 26/5/2008, (N.Petrou, G.Holevas).

Gyaros, sea area 5 nm S of Gyaros, 3 adults, 29/4/2009, photos, (J.Fric, K.Papaconstantinou).

Astypalaia, sea area S of Astypalaia, 1 individual, 7/5/2009, (A.Kastritis, 
V.Saravia Mullin, C.Viada, K.Papaconstantinou).  

Leipsoi, sea area between Leipsoi and Mikro Kalapodi, 1 adult, 19/5/2009, (A.Sakoulis).
Arkoi, sea area N of Arkoi, 1 individual, 20/6/2009, (V.Saravia Mullin, A.Evaggelidis, K.Papaconstantinou). 
Leipsoi, sea area NE of Leipsoi, 1 individual, 20/6/2009, (V.Saravia Mullin, A.Evaggelidis, K.Papaconstantinou). 

Serifopoula, sea area N of Serifopoula, 1 individual, 24/6/2009, (A.Evaggelidis, K.Papaconstantinou). 
The Committee is aware of many more observations in central and southern Aegean. However, there has been no publication or total indexing and submission to the Committee. For the time being, the Committee acknowledges only the records listed in BoG and all the registration forms submitted and approved, and waits for the others to be submitted. 
Northern Gannet   Morus bassanus
Ahaia, Patra, 1 second year, 16/3/2002, found exhausted, (HWH).
There are also other records not submitted to the Committee. 
Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis
Lakonia, Evrotas Delta, 2 adults, 7/6/2009, photo, (F.Rehsteiner).

Thesprotia, Kalamas Delta, 54 individuals, 1/9/2009, photo, (R.Clarke, J.Clarke).

White Stork   Ciconia ciconia

Hania, Agia, 1 adult, 13/1/2009, photos, (C.Turvey, S.Turvey, E.Papadomanolakis).
Greater Flamingo   Phoenicopterus roseus 

Hania, Moronis, 1 immature, 4-6/12/2009, photos, (C.Turvey, S.Turvey, A.Hargrave, M.Hargrave, N.Samaritakis, H.Lough).

Black-shouldered Kite   Elanus caeruleus  

Aitoloakarnania, Aitoliko, 1 immature, 11/1/2009, (F.Pergantis).     
There are 8 previous records of the species in Greece.
Lammergeier   Gypaetus barbatus
Antikythira, Batoudiana, 1 immature, 9/10/2009, (C.Turvey, S.Turvey, D.Tarini, G.Chiatante).
Rough-legged Buzzard   Buteo lagopus

Hania, Sfakia Sklavopoulas, 1 adult, 26/1/2001, (A.Sakoulis, P.Smith, S.Smith).

Hania, Sfakia Sklavopoulas, 2 adults, 7/2/2001, (A.Sakoulis, P.Smith, S.Smith).
There are also other records not submitted to the Committee. 
Steppe Eagle   Aquila nipalensis
Larisa, Kalamaki, 1 immature, 25/6/2009, photos, (E.Bourdakis).
There are 32 previous records of the species in Greece.
Eagle Hybrid   Aquila clanga x Aquila pomarina
Pieria, Nea Agathoupoli, 1 individual, 4/11/2009, photos, (S.Vasileiadis). 

Amur Falcon   Falco amurensis
Antikythira, Batoudiana, 1 second year female, 13/5/2003, sketch, (K.A.Wilson).

This is the 1st observation of this species in Greece.
Saker   Falco cherrug
Florina, Filotas, 1 individual, 23/5/1999, found exhausted, (HWH).
Hania, Myloi, 3 adults, 10/3/2001, (A.Sakoulis, P.Smith, S.Smith).

Lesvos, Tsiknias, 1 adult, 6/5/2002, (P.Manning, V.Manning).

Florina, Aetos, 1 immature, 30/10/2002, found shot, (HWH).
The bird from Filotas was most probably an escape from captivity. Unfortunately there are no available data of its sex and age. 
Baillon's Crake   Porzana pusilla
Hania, Agia, 1 adult, 28/4/2009, photo, (A.Sakoulis).
Corn Crake   Crex crex
Lesvos, Haramida, 1 individual, 19/11/2000, (T.Akriotis, I.Vlatsiotis).

Rodopi, Komotini, 1 adult, 9/9/2002, found wounded, (HWH).

Trikala, Kalabaka, 1 first year, 18/10/2009, found shot, photos, (ANIMA).
Little Bustard   Tetrax tetrax
Evros, Evros Delta, 1 individual, 16/12/2008, (E.Makrygianni, G.Voulgaridis).
Cream-coloured Courser   Cursorius cursor
Hania, Nea Hora, 1 adult, 2+3/6/2009, photos, (M.Curran).

This is the 9th observation of this species in Greece.
Black-winged Pratincole   Glareola nordmanni
Evros, Evros Delta, 1 adult, 11/7/2003, (T.Zorzenon).
Little Ringed Plover   Charadrius dubius
Kerkyra, Lefkimmi, 1 adult, 21/2/2009, photo, (I.Gasteratos).
Greater Sand Plover   Charadrius leschenaultii
Naxos, Alyki, 1 adult, 28/3/2009, photos, (I.Gavalas). 

Naxos, Alyki, 1 adult, 26/9/2009, photos, (I.Gavalas). 

Aitoloakarnania, Kleisova, 5 adults, 15/11/2009, photos, (N.Probonas, G.Beriatos, N.Tsiopelas, I.Rousopoulos, T.Gaitanakis).
Eurasian Dotterel   Charadrius morinellus
Pieria, Aliakmonas Delta, 9 individuals, 24/3/2000, (I.Tsougrakis, E.Kakalis, A.Braunlich).
Lasithi, Xerolimni, 7 individuals, 26/1/2009, photo, (N.Marakis, P.Kassiotaki).
Spur-winged Lapwing   Hoplopterus spinosus
Kos, Tigaki, 1 pair and 1 egg, 2-15/5/2008, photos, (P.Barratt, A.Barratt).
This record is a remarkable nesting attempt. Unfortunately, the observers left Kos before hatching could be observed so the outcome of this breeding attempt is unknown. The nearest breeding area for this species is Evros, Thrace, Greece.
White-tailed Lapwing   Vanellus leucurus

Evros, Evros Delta, 1 adult, 6+7/5/2009, photos, (U.Hilfiker, T.Germann, E.Germann, H.Germann, E.Germann, B.Hilfiker-Boller).

This is the 11th observation of this species in Greece.
Red Knot   Calidris canutus
Xanthi, Porto Lagos, 2 adults and 4 second year, 29/3/2009, (H.Tsilianidis, A.Bounas).
Broad-billed Sandpiper   Limicola falcinellus
Thessaloniki, Axios Delta, 19 individuals, 9/8/2009, photo, (O.Tzimoulis).
Jack Snipe   Limnocryptes minimus
Hania, Omalos, 1 individual, 10/11/2009, photos, (S.Turvey, C.Turvey).
Eurasian Curlew   Numenius arquata
Hania, Moronis, 1 adult, 17/1/2009, photos, (C.Turvey, S.Turvey, N.Samaritakis).
Terek Sandpiper   Xenus cinereus  

Kos, Tigaki, 1 adult, 14/5/2006, photos, (P.Barratt, A.Barratt).

Lesvos, Skala Polihnitou, 1 adult, 13/5/2009, photo, (S.P.Dudley, E.F.Dudley, T.Robinson, S.Robinson, W.Lopau).

Thessaloniki, Kalohori, 4 adults, 17/5/2009, photo, (H.Tsilianidis, A.Tsilianidis, D.Vavylis, A.Bounas, O.Tzimoulis).

Thessaloniki, Kalohori, 1 adult, 18-22/5/2009, photo, (H.Tsilianidis, O.Tzimoulis).
Common Sandpiper   Actitis hypoleucos
Kerkyra, Halikiopoulou, 1 individual, 16+24/2/2009, photo, (I.Gasteratos, S.Kazantzidis, V.Kati).
Pomarine Skua   Stercorarius pomarinus
Thasos, sea area 2 mi NW of Kalorahi, 1 adult female, 20/6/2009, photo, (A.Christidis, A.Dimalexis, H.Jerrentrup, G.Valaora, P.Vidoris, I.Angelov).

There are 7 previous records of the species in Greece.
Arctic Skua   Stercorarius skua

Xanthi, Porto Lagos, 1 individual, 5/4/2009, (K.Suomela, M.Suomela).

There are 6 previous records of the species in Greece.
Black-legged Kittiwake   Rissa tridactyla

Lasithi, sea area 100 km S of Ierapetra, 1 adult, 30/12/2006-3/1/2007, photo, (M.Schneider, S.Hoffmann).

Xanthi, sea area S of Porto Lagos, 2 first winter, 20/1/2009, photo, (A.Christidis).
Pallas's Gull   Larus ichthyaetus

Kefallonia, Koutavos, 1 adult, 13/8/2008, (T.Sexey, M.Sexey, J.Sexey).

Aitoloakarnania, Ozeros, 1 adult, 15/1/2009, photos, (T.Kominos, A.Christopoulos, A.Galanaki).

Aitoloakarnania, Amvrakia, 1 second winter, 16/1/2009, photos, (A.Christopoulos, T.Kominos, A.Galanaki, D.Mamasis).

Aitoloakarnania, Valti, 1 adult, 18/1/2009, (F.Pergantis, V.Liordos).

There are18 previous records of the species in Greece.
Armenian Gull   Larus armenicus

Irakleio, Limani, 1 adult, 15/12/2008-3/2/2009, photos, (M.Dretakis).
There are 9 previous records of the species in Greece.
Greater Black-backed Gull   Larus marinus
Pieria, Korinos, 1 third winter, 18/1/2009, photos, (O.Tzimoulis).

Arctic Tern   Sterna paradisaea
Lesvos, Kalloni, 1 adult, 20+21/4/2005, (S.P.Dudley, D.MacDonald).
There are 9 previous records of the species in Greece. This is the 1st record for Lesvos.
White-throated Kingfisher   Halcyon smyrnensis
Lesvos, Agios Fokas, 1 first year, 29/9/2007, (J.Main, D.Main).

There are 5 previous records of the species in Greece. This is the 1st record for Lesvos.
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater   Merops persicus
Kos, Tigaki, 1 adult, 9/5/2004, (P.Barratt, A.Barratt).
Lesvos, Meladia, 1 adult male, 6/5/2008, videotape, (P.Manning, V.Manning).

Antikythira, Katsaneviana, 1 adult male, 22/4/2009, photo, (S.Valle, D.Hatzidakis).

There are 31 previous records of the species in Greece.
Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops

Aitoloakarnania, Aitoliko, 1 individual, 24/1/2009, (S.Skareas, N.Tsiopelas, J.Hatt).
Swallow Hybrid   Hirundo rustica x Delichon urbicum
Pieria, Nea Agathoupoli, 1 adult, 22/4/2009, ringed, photos, (HBRC).
Citrine Wagtail   Motacilla citreola
Kos, Tigaki, 1 adult male, 4/4/2009, photo, (A.Sakoulis).

Lesvos, Skala Polihnitou, 1 adult male, 8/4/2009, photo, (T.Robinson).

Lesvos, Skala Kallonis, 1 adult male, 24/4/2009, (T.Robinson).

Lesvos, Skala Polihnitou, 2 adults females, 25/4/2009, (T.Robinson).

Kos, Lampi, 1 adult male, 1/5/2009, (J.A.De Roos).

Lesvos, Skala Polihnitou, 1 adult female, 6/5/2009, (T.Robinson).

Lesvos, Kalloni, 1 adult male, 16/5/2009, (T.Robinson).
Bluethroat   Luscinia svecica
Hania, Tavronitis, 1 individual, 25/1/2005, (A.Sakoulis).
White-throated Robin   Irania gutturalis
Lesvos, Ipsilou, 1 adult male, 30/5/2009, photo, (H.H.Bergmann, W.Englaender).

There are 6 previous records of the species in Greece. Four of the seven records have come from Lesvos.
Spectacled Warbler   Sylvia conspicillata

Hania, Plakias, 1 adult male, 19/4/2009, (C.Durdin, R.Hamilton).
Krüper's Nuthatch   Sitta krueperi
Samos, Agios Georgios, 1 adult, 24/5/2005, (G.Fowler).
According to BoG, this is the 2nd record for the species in Greece that was not from Lesvos. The species is known to breed in neighbouring Turkey.
Isabelline Shrike   Lanius isabellinus isabellinus 
Attiki, Spata, 1 adult female, 20/5/2009, photos, (N.Fokas).

There are 5 previous records of the species in Greece.
Snow Bunting   Plectrophenax nivalis nivalis
Kos, Tigaki, 1 adult male, 9/4/2009, photo, (F.Pergantis).

There are 2 previous records of the species in Greece.
Yellowhammer   Emberiza citrinella
Irakleia, Agios Georgios, 2 adults and 2 first winter, 3/11/2009, photos, (I.Gavalas). 

Little Bunting   Emberiza pusilla
Antikythira, Batoudiana, 1 first year, 14/10/2009, ringed, photos, (HBRC).
There are 2 previous records of the species in Greece.
II. Rare species observations accepted by the Committee but included in Category C
The following record was approved but the recorded species is included in Category C of the List of the Birds of Greece:
Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri
Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki, 20 individuals, 28/8/2009, (K.Karpadakis, G.Karpadakis).
ΙII. Rare species observations accepted by the Committee but included in Category E 

The following observations were accepted, but the recorded species are highly likely to be escapes and are not therefore included in the List of the Birds of Greece:
Sacred Ibis   Threskiornis aethiopicus
Attiki, Shinias, 1 immature, 9/5/2009, photos, (L.Katerinopoulos, S.Zogaris, A.Vidalis).
Rose-Breasted Cockatoo   Eolophus roseicapillus
Attiki, Galatsi, 1 adult, 6/2/2009, photo, (G.Alexandris).
IV. Rare species observations not accepted by the Committee

The following observations were rejected by the Committee for not having satisfactory facts and details that would help in the right identification of the species or they were erroneously identified: 
Red-throated Diver   Gavia stellata
Serres, Strymonas, 1 individual, 1/1/2009, photos.
Steppe Eagle   Aquila nipalensis
Lesvos, Skoutaros, 1 adult, 3/9/2002.

Aitoloakarnania, Tholi, 1 immature, 30/1/2006, photo.

Irakleio, Dikti, 1 adult, 28/2/2009.

Thessaloniki, Bogdanas, 1 adult, 10/9/2009, photos.

Red-footed Falcon   Falco vespertinus

Evros, Evros Delta, 1 immature female, 9/1/2007, photo.
Caspian Plover   Charadrius asiaticus    

Lesvos, Kalloni, 1 adult male, 23/4/2009.

Royal Tern   Sterna maxima
Lesvos, Tsiknias, 1 adult, 27/4/2006, photo.

Finsch's Wheatear   Oenanthe finschii
Florina, Agios Panteleimonas, 1 adult male, 9/5/2009.
Cyprus Wheatear   Oenanthe cypriaca
Rodos, Haraki, 1 adult male, 10-14/6/2000, photo.
Blyth's Reed Warbler   Acrocephalus dumetorum
Lesvos, Sigri, 1 adult male, 9/5/2009.
Great Reed Warbler   Acrocephalus arundinaceus orientalis
Hania, Agia, 1 adult, 14/4/1999.
Southern Grey Shrike   Lanius meridionalis algeriensis
Attiki, Shinias, 1 individual, 10-17/1/20009, photos.

Little Bunting   Emberiza pusilla 

Pieria, Ryakia, 1 first winter, 8/11/2009, photos.
V. Species removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece

The Committee has reviewed the species it considers and the following species, now each with over 50 records, are to be removed from the HRC’s List of the Rare Birds of Greece:
Tundra Swan                  Cygnus columbianus 

Greater Scaup                Aythya marila
Greater Sand Plover      Charadrius leschenaultii
VI. Total evaluation results
In the year 2009, the Committee evaluated 126 registration forms. 

Of them, 109 records were accepted to Category A, 1 record added to Category C and 2 records added to Category E (88.90%), while 14 records were not accepted (11.10%) to Category A.
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