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HELLENIC RARITIES COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL REPORT – 2015

The following evaluations concern reports sent to the Committee for 2015. Also included are previous years’ records of birds (or groups of birds) not included in 

G.Handrinos & T.Akriotis “The Birds of Greece” (Helm, 1997) or the previous annual reports of the HRC.  
The taxonomic order followed is compliant to the latest revision of the Association of European Records and Rarities Committees (AERC-TAC, 2015).

The details given for each record are analyzed with the following order:

1. Prefecture or island. 
2. City, village or location.

3. Number, sex, age and subspecies (if identified).
4. Date/s of observation.

5. Bird’s condition (dead, exhausted or wounded, ringed).
6. Additional information-facts (photographs, sample, acoustic or visual media, other). 

7. Name/s of observers with the order given in the form.

Abbreviations:

AERC 
        Association of European Records and Rarities Committees. 
ANIMA      Hellenic Wildlife Care (Athina).
BoG
        The Birds of Greece (Handrinos & Akriotis, 1997). 

HRC
        Hellenic Rarities Committee.
HBRC         Hellenic Bird Ringing Centre.
HWH
        Hellenic Wildlife Hospital (Aigina).
NHMC        Natural History Museum of Crete.

I. Observations of rare species approved by the Committee 

Where necessary, there is a small descriptive text. The chronological appearance of the species in Greece may change in the future if older observations arise and become accepted:

Bean Goose   Anser fabalis
Evros, Evros Delta, 1 adult A.f.fabalis and 1 adult A.f.rossicus, 30/1/2008, photos, (C.Vlachos).

Common Eider   Somateria mollissima

Evros, Evros Delta, 1 individual, 24/1/2015, photos, (J.Beekman, P.Ioannidis).

Common Scoter   Melanitta nigra
Kavala, Nestos Delta, 2 individuals, 21+23/1/1997, (T.Naziridis, M.Panagiotopoulou, Β.Hallmann, I.Deligiannis, P.Lampila, V.Kälviäinen, Η.Jerrentrup).

Velvet Scoter   Melanitta fusca
Rodopi, Arogi, 2 individuals, 28/1/1996, (T.Naziridis, V.Terzis, H.Jerrentrup).

Ahaia, Prokopos, 1 first winter male, 19/1/1997, (K.Papaconstantinou, I.Rousopoulos, A.Bonetti, N.Kardakari).

Arta, Logarou, 4 individuals, 17/1/1998, (K.Papaconstantinou, I.Rousopoulos, A.Souridou).

Thessaloniki, Axios Delta, 4 individuals, 17/1/1998, (S.Kazantzidis, P.Birtsas, I.Tsougrakis, I.Retzepis, P.Menounos, D.Portolou, K.Stara, S.Karabataki, O.Maslarinou).

Kilkis, Doirani, 30 individuals, 25/1/1998, (R.Tsiakiris, K.Oikonomidis, K.Stara, A.Semkou, S.Vareltzidou, D.Sarantis).

Thessaloniki, Volvi, 4 individuals, 20/1/2000, (S.Kazantzidis, K.Iovi, P.Kourakli). 
Arta, Logarou, 25 individuals, 15/1/2002, (T.Kominos, K.Papaconstantinou).

Horned Grebe   Podiceps auritus
Pella, Vegoritida, 2 individuals, 20/1/1996, (G.Katsadorakis, T.Kominos, C.Nikolaou).
Florina, Megali Prespa, 4 individuals, 18/1/1997, (G.Katsadorakis, C.Takos, L.Nikolaou, A.Chantzaras).
Xanthi, Vistonida, 1 adult, 19/12/2015, (N.Probonas, A.Tsaknakis, D.Zachos).
European Storm Petrel   Hydrobates pelagicus
Antikythira, sea area N of Antikythira, 1 individual, 1/6/1993, (T.Kominos).

Kythira, sea area 3 nm S of Kofinidia, 1 individual, 9/6/1996, (T.Kominos, K.Papaconstantinou).

Lakonia, sea area 2 nm SE of Elafonisos, 1 adult, 1/5/1997, (T.Kominos). 

Agathonisi, sea area 6 nm S of Agathonisi, 1 individual, 31/5/1997, (D.Portolou, S.Papoulia, A.Pavlidis).
Kasos, sea area 9 nm SE of Avgo, 1 individual, 3/7/1997, (K.Papaconstantinou, I.Papadopoulos).

Poros, sea area 6 nm NE of Poros, 1 individual, 31/5/1998, (K.Papaconstantinou, D.Papandropoulos, I.Papadopoulos).

Lakonia, sea area 6 nm SW of Maleas, 1 individual, 31/5/1998, (K.Papaconstantinou, D.Papandropoulos, I.Papadopoulos).

Leipsoi, sea area between Leipsoi and Agathonisi, 1 individual, 15/6/1998, (K.Papazoglou, D.Portolou, S.Papoulia, A.Sakoulis, V.Goutner).

Arkoi, sea area 2 nm NW of Argeloussa, 1 individual, 19/6/1998, (K.Papazoglou, D.Portolou, S.Papoulia, V.Goutner).

Agathonisi, sea area W of Agathonisi, 3 individuals, 23/6/1998, (K.Papazoglou, D.Portolou, S.Papoulia, A.Sakoulis, K.Papaconstantinou).

Fournoi, sea area SE of Fournoi, 2 individuals, 23/6/1998, (K.Papazoglou, D.Portolou, S.Papoulia, A.Sakoulis, K.Papaconstantinou).

Kos, sea area between Kos and Pergoussa, 1 individual, 25/6/1998,  (K.Papazoglou, D.Portolou, S.Papoulia, A.Sakoulis).

Patmos, Hiliomodi, 2 individuals, 25/7/1998, (K.Papazoglou, D.Portolou, S.Papoulia).

Anafi, sea area 20 nm E of Makra, 1 individual, 19/6/1999, (K.Papaconstantinou, I.Papadopoulos).
Astypalaia, sea area 3 nm SW of Astypalaia, 1 individual, 19/6/1999, (K.Papaconstantinou, I.Papadopoulos).
Levitha, sea area 5 nm E of Levitha, 1 individual, 6/7/1999, (D.Portolou, S.Papoulia).

Hios, sea area 9 nm SE of Venetiko, 1 individual, 11/7/1999, (D.Portolou, S.Papoulia).

Paros, Agios Spyridonas, 1 adult, 28/4/2001, (K.Stara, R.Tsiakiris, D.Portolou, I.Rousopoulos).

Attiki, sea area between Aigina and Lagouses, 2 individuals, 25/7/2015, photos, (A.Tsafonis, A.Tsafonis, S.Tsafonis).
Northern Gannet   Morus bassanus
Ithaki, sea area 7 nm SE of Ithaki, 1 first year, 29/10/1998, (K.Papaconstantinou).
Kerkyra, sea area between Kerkyra and Ereikousa, 1 adult, 19/3/2015, photo, (D.Koutsogiannopoulos).

Serres, sea area S of Strymonas Delta, 2 second year, 16/5/2015, (A.Christidis).
Kerkyra, Lefkimmi, 1 first winter, 15/12/2015, (I.Gasteratos). 

Rough-legged Buzzard   Buteo lagopus

Thessaloniki, Volvi, 2 individuals, 18/1/1998, (S.Kazantzidis, I.Retzepis, O.Maslari-nou, K.Chrysanthaki, L.Nagle).

Magnisia, Rizomylos, 1 second year, 18-26/3/2012, photos, (E.Xenos).

Florina, Heimaditida, 1 second year, 10/4/2015, photos, (C.Bairaktaris).

Kavala, Zarkadia, 1 adult female, 2+3/11/2015, photos, (I.Kotzapanagiotis, S.Donth).

Steppe Eagle   Aquila nipalensis
Rodopi, Komotini, 1 adult, December 1992, photos, (HWH).

Kavala, Nestos Delta, 1 individual, 21+23/1/1997, (T.Naziridis, M.Panagiotopoulou, Β.Hallmann, I.Deligiannis, P.Lampila, V.Kälviäinen, Η.Jerrentrup).

Antikythira, Potamos, 1 first year, 19/9/2015, photos, (N.Tsiopelas, A.Evaggelidis, K.Bairaktaridou).
Lasithi, Lapathos, 1 immature, 21/10/2015, photos, (V.Pitropakis).

The Komotini bird was sent to the HWH after being held in captivity for an unknown time period.

Saker Falcon   Falco cherrug

Larisa, Niamata, 1 individual, 17/1/1999, (B.Hallmann).

Corn Crake   Crex crex

Lasithi, Gianysada, 1 individual, 22/9/2004, found dead, photo, (NHMC).

Lesvos, Meladia, 1 adult male, 25/4/2015, (I.Bradshaw, H.Bradshaw, D.Bradshaw, M.Worsey).

Hios, Halkeios, 1 first year, 27/9/2015, found wounded, photo, (ANIMA).
Evros, Alexandroupoli, 1 individual, 28/9/2015, (P.Platis).

Attiki, Pallini, 1 first year, 2/10/2015, found wounded, photos, (ANIMA).

Demoiselle Crane   Grus virgo
Halki, Pontamos, 1 adult, 1/4/2015, photos, (T.Schaub).
Lesvos, Kalloni and Skala Kallonis, 1 adult, 24/4-14/5/2015, photos, (K.Mullarney, S.P.Dudley, P.Manning, H.Vaughan, C.Townsend, J.Barkham, S.Knight, J.W.Hofstede, M.Hofstede, R.Purser, P.Mallinson, P.L.D.Schrader, F.Wood, S.Hopkins, M.Hunt, C.Storton, D.Zachos, A.Tsaknakis, C.Vlachos, E.Galinou, E.Simitzi, C.Bairaktaris, P.Tsakmakis, E.Bourdakis, G.Beriatos, T.Gaitanakis, A.Tsafonis, A.Tsafonis, S.Tsafonis, E.Varsou).

Xanthi, Nea Kessani, 1 adult, 26/7-21/8/2015, photos, (A.Michailidou, V.Terzis, A.Wirth, D.Kokkinidis, I.Kotzapanagiotis).

Before these records, there were a total of 3 observations of the species in Greece. 
The Committee assumes that all 3 records are of the same individual. However, there is no strong proof that that was the case.

Little Bustard   Tetrax tetrax
Lakonia, Leimonas, 1 individual, 24/1/1997, (T.Kominos).
Rodopi, Aigeiros, 1 first winter, January 2001, found dead, photos, (P.Platis).

Rodopi, Ismarida, 7 individuals, 17-22/1/2015, photos, (D.Kokkinidis, E.Stavrakas, T.Gaitanakis, G.Beriatos, I.Zafirov, H.Jerrentrup, A.Michailidou, V.Terzis, G.Katsadorakis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 3 individuals, 3/2/2015, photos, (K.Panagiotidis).

Pacific Golden Plover   Pluvialis fulva
Thessaloniki, Kalohori, 1 adult, 2/5/2015, photos, (S.Gigov, E.Janssen, P.Reijs, B.Setton, M.van Kreij, L.Nijholt).
This is the 5th observation of this species in Greece.
White-tailed Lapwing   Vanellus leucurus
Thessaloniki, Epanomi, 1 adult, 12/11/2015, photos, (I.Ioannidis).

This is the 15th observation of this species in Greece.

Caspian Plover   Charadrius asiaticus
Attiki, Spata, 1 adult female, 5/5/2015, photo, (I.Vlatsiotis).
This is the 8th observation of this species in Greece.
Pectoral Sandpiper   Calidris melanotos
Thessaloniki, Gallikos Delta, 1 adult, 9-11/9/2015, photos, (O.Tzimoulis, G.Goutakolis, D.Karakolis, A.Tsilianidis, S.Vasileiadis, L.Paraskevopoulos, D.Kokkinidis, A.Paliouras, D.Katsaounis).
Before these records, there were a total of 11 observations of the species in Greece. 
Black-winged Pratincole   Glareola nordmanni
Lesvos, Faneromeni, 1 adult, 5/5/2015, photos, (M.Sveikutis, T.Sveikutis, M.Cassidy, J.Cassidy).
Pallas’s Gull   Larus ichthyaetus
Serres, Kerkini, 1 individual, 17-20/1/1997, (T.Naziridis, A.Sfouggaris, P.Lampila, V.Kälviäinen).

Laughing Dove   Streptopelia senegalensis

Rodopi, Proskynites, 1 adult, 9-12/1/2015, photos, (D.Kokkinidis, A.Tsaknakis, D.Zachos, T.Kokkinidou, D.Doulgeraki).

Eurasian Pygmy Owl   Glaucidium passerinum 

Drama, Elatia, 1 adult, 31/5+1/6/2015, tape recording, (A.Tsaknakis, D.Zachos, 
N.Probonas, S.Vasileiadis, A.Christopoulos).
Pied Kingfisher   Ceryle rudis 

Messinia, Agios Nikolaos, 1 adult male, 16/10/2015, (R.Parfitt).

This is the 6th observation of this species in Greece.  

Richard’s Pipit   Anthus richardi 

Ileia, Kotyhi, 1 first winter, 19/1/2014, photos, (D.Papandropoulos, N.Tsiopelas, E.Janglais, D.Tsakona, N.Fokas).

Aitoloakarnania, Tholi, 1 adult, 24/9/2015, photo, (D.Papandropoulos, R.Julmy).

Fthiotida, Sperheios Delta, 1 adult, 27/12/2015, photos, (N.Probonas, A.Christo-poulos, T.Theofanopoulos).

Bluethroat   Luscinia svecica

Ahaia, Aigio, 1 adult male, 30/4/1996, (K.Papaconstantinou).

Attiki, Spata, 1 individual, 3/1/2015, photo, (N.Fokas).

Irakleio, Malia, 1 adult male L.s.svecica, 11/1/2015, ringed, photo, (M.Noidou, 
D.De Mesel). 
Irakleio, Anapodaris, 1 adult female, 18+25/4/2015, ringed, photos, (T.Fransson, T.Kolehmainen, D.Chatzidakis).
Rodopi, Ismarida, 1 individual, 22/9/2015, photos, (D.Kokkinidis).

Arta, Stroggyli, 1 first winter female, 5/11/2015, ringed, photos, (HBRC).

White-throated Robin   Irania gutturalis
Lesvos, Meladia, 1 adult male and 1 adult female, 5/5/1996, photo, (M.Coller, C.Lyons, J.Lyons, J.Hodgson).
Lesvos, Agia Paraskevi, 2 adult males and 2 adult females, photos, 30/4-28/5/2001, (M.Foord, P.Sterry, T.Akriotis, N.Kardakari, A.Akrioti, M.Aloupi).
Lesvos, Agia Paraskevi, 1 adult male, 18/5/2002, (T.Akriotis).

Iberian Chiffchaff   Phylloscopus ibericus
Messinia, Taygetos, 1 adult male, 21/6/2010, tape recordings, (T.Stalling, D.Stalling).

This is the 1st observation of this species in Greece, and brings the official number of bird species recorded to Greek Avifauna to 450.
Common Rosefinch   Carpodacus erythrinus
Lesvos, Chrousos, 1 adult female, 21/4/2015, photo, (I.Lewington).

Lesvos, Tsiknias, 1 adult female, 1/5/2015, (A.J.Swann).

Lesvos, Molyvos, 1 adult male, 7/5/2015, (A.Brenchley, I.Spence).

Lesvos, Gavathas, 1 adult male, 7/5/2015, photo, (R.Hopkinson, P.Allison).

Snow Bunting   Plectrophenax nivalis nivalis
Drama, Falakro, 3 adult males, 21/12/2014-4/1/2015, photos, (K.Kapourgas, D.Haitidou, A.Tsafonis, A.Tsilianidis, H.Tsilianidis, A.Tsafonis, E.Varsou, K.Karakatsanis, V.Trigkou, G.Sourvas, P.Mantzouratou, D.Koutsaftis, M.Koutsaftis, D.Kokkinidis).
Thessaloniki, Axios Delta, 1 first winter male, 6-17/1/2015, photos, (O.Tzimoulis, G.Goutakolis, D.Karakolis, M.Katsaounis, S.Vasileiadis, A.Tsilianidis, L.Paraske-vopoulos, I.Markianos¶).

Before these records, there were a total of 7 observations of the species in Greece.
II. Records accepted by the Committee, in Category A, but not referring to rare species
The following observations were accepted; nevertheless the recorded species are not included in the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. In every record there is an explanatory text:
Mute Swan   Cygnus olor
Evros, Evros Delta, 5.360 individuals, 28/1/2015, (P.Ioannidis, E.Makrygianni).

These are impressive gatherings of the species for Greece.

Tundra Swan   Cygnus columbianus bewickii 

Serres, Kerkini, 1 individual, 22-24/1/1999, (T.Naziridis, P.Birtsas, V.Filippou, O.Maslarinou, H.Soikelli, J.Korhonen, M.Davis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 3.645 individuals, 28/1/2015, (P.Ioannidis, E.Makrygianni).

Evros, Evros Delta, 4.200 individuals, 22/2/2015, (D.Vangeluwe).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece, but the count of 4.200 birds in Evros is the highest for this species in Greece.
Whooper Swan   Cygnus cygnus
Evros, Evros Delta, 1.170 individuals, 28/1/2015, (P.Ioannidis, E.Makrygianni).

These are impressive gatherings of the species for Greece.

Red-breasted Goose   Branta ruficollis
Rodopi, Arogi, 1 individual, 28/1/1996, (T.Naziridis, V.Terzis, H.Jerrentrup).

Irakleio, Limani, 1 individual, 15/1/1997, (M.Dretakis).

Evros, Evros Delta, 620 individuals, 17/1/1997, (G.Handrinos, G.Kondylis, S.Kladara).

Serres, Kerkini, 18 individuals, 17-20/1/1997, (T.Naziridis, A.Sfouggaris, 
P.Lampila, V.Kälviäinen).

Evros, Evros Delta, 750 individuals, 18/1/1997, (G.Handrinos, G.Kondylis, S.Kladara).

Kavala, Nestos Delta, 1 individual, 21+23/1/1997, (T.Naziridis, M.Panagioto-

poulou, Β.Hallmann, I.Deligiannis, P.Lampila, V.Kälviäinen, Η.Jerrentrup).

Evros, Evros Delta, 16 individuals, 12+13/1/2000, (G.Handrinos, S.Kladara, P.Malkopoulos).

Serres, Kerkini, 2 individuals, 22+26/1/2001, (T.Naziridis, P.Birtsas, 
O.Maslarinou).

Messinia, Divari, 2 adults, 12/1/2002, photo, (A.Bonetti).
Aitoloakarnania, Tholi, 3 individuals, 15/1/2002, (F.Pergantis). 

Evros, Evros Delta, 400 individuals, 16/1/2002, (G.Handrinos, H.Alivizatos). 
Limnos, Hortarolimni, 45 individuals, 22/1/2002, (I.Tsougrakis, S.Karabataki).

Irakleio, Thrapsano, 1 immature, 24/1/2002, photo, (M.Dretakis).

Serres, Kerkini, 111 individuals, 26/1/2002, (T.Naziridis, P.Birtsas, O.Maslarinou, M.Davis, C.Kalaitzis).

Kilkis, Doirani, 2 individuals, 27/1/2002, (T.Naziridis, P.Birtsas, O.Maslarinou, M.Davis, C.Kalaitzis).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. 

Greater Scaup   Aythya marila
Aitoloakarnania, Trihonida, 2 adult males, 17/1/1996, (K.Papaconstantinou, I.Rousopoulos, A.Bonetti, N.Kardakari).

Ahaia, Prokopos, 1 adult male, 22/1/1998, (K.Papaconstantinou).

Kavala, Erateino, 1 individual, 25/1/1998, (T.Naziridis, A.Sfouggaris).
Thessaloniki, Gallikos Delta, 3 individuals, 17/1/1999, (K.Iovi, P.Kourakli, G.Fotiadis, D.Houvardas).

Ahaia, Prokopos, 1 adult female, 28/1/1999, (K.Papaconstantinou, K.Misiakos).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. 

Red-throated Loon   Gavia stellata   

Kavala, Nestos Delta, 1 individual, 21+23/1/1997, (T.Naziridis, Β.Hallmann, M.Panagiotopoulou, I.Deligiannis, P.Lampila, V.Kälviäinen, Η.Jerrentrup).

Kavala, Keramoti, 1 individual, 22/1/1997, (Β.Hallmann, T.Naziridis, M.Pana-
giotopoulou, I.Deligiannis, P.Lampila, V.Kälviäinen).

Ahaia, Araxos, 2 individuals, 18/1/2002, (K.Papaconstantinou).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. 

Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis   

Kefallonia, Livadi, 1 adult, 10+11/5/2003, (J.Phillips, V.Phillips).
Thesprotia, Prasoudi, 21 individuals, 20/5/2009, photo, (I.Gasteratos).

Thesprotia, Prasoudi, 7 individuals, 3/6/2009, photos, (I.Gasteratos).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. 

Purple Heron   Ardea purpurea
Aitoloakarnania, Kleisova, 1 first winter, 4/12/2015, photo, (V.Giannakouris, K.Giannakouris).
This is one of the very few winter records of the species in Greece.

Greater Spotted Eagle   Aquila clanga fulvescens

Serres, Kerkini, 1 individual, 12/11/2015, photo, (V.Giannakouris).
This colour morph is very rarely recorded in Greece.
Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus

Aitoloakarnania, Alykes Mesologiou, 6 individuals, 19/12/2015, photo, (V.Giannakouris, K.Giannakouris).
This is one of the very few winter records of the species in Greece.

Greater Sand Plover   Charadrius leschenaultii
Evros, Apalos, 1 first winter, 22/2/2015, photos, (N.Probonas, S.Vasileiadis, D.Zachos, D.Kokkinidis, D.Vangeluwe).
Halkidiki, Agios Mamas, 1 adult, 3/3/2015, photos, (P.Karagianni).

This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece. 
Red Knot   Calidris canutus

Evros, Evros Delta, 1 adult and 1 first year, 17/9/1994, ringed, (HBRC).

Xanthi, Porto Lagos, 58 individuals, 26/1/1996, (T.Naziridis, V.Terzis, H.Jerrentrup). 

Evros, Evros Delta, 6 individuals, 17/1/1997, (G.Handrinos, G.Kondylis, S.Kladara).

Xanthi, Porto Lagos, 10 individuals, 25/1/1997, (T.Naziridis, M.Panagiotopoulou). 

Aitoloakarnania, Kleisova, 12 individuals, 18/1/1998, (F.Pergantis).

Xanthi, Lafri and Lafrouda, 36 individuals, 28/1/1998, (H.Jerrentrup, M.Panagioto-poulou, V.Terzis, I.Deligiannis, A.Hollerbach, H.Källander).

Arta, Tsoukalio, 20 individuals, 18/11/1998, photo, (I.Rousopoulos).

Xanthi, Lafri, 7 individuals, 19/1/1999, (M.Panagiotopoulou).

Evros, Evros Delta, 6 individuals, 18+19/1/2001, (G.Handrinos, H.Alivizatos).

Xanthi, Lafri, 5 individuals, 21/1/2001, (M.Panagiotopoulou, S.Yfantis).

Kefallonia, Livadi, 1 adult, 10/5/2003, (J.Phillips, V.Phillips).
This species was recently removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece.
Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava beema
Antikythira, Aspros Kavos, 3 adult males, 19/4/2011, photos, (A.Christopoulos). 

The specific subspecies is very rarely observed in Greece.

Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava xanthophrys
Lesvos, Kalloni, 1 adult male, 19/4/2009, photo, (E.van Laar).

Lesvos, Kalloni, 1 adult male, 27/3/2010, photo, (E.Foss).

Lesvos, Arisvi, 1 adult male, 30/4/2011, photo, (C.Vlachos).

Lesvos, Sigri, 1 adult male, 11/4/2015, photo, (S.P.Dudley, P.Manning).

This race is very rarely observed in Greece.

White Wagtail   Motacilla alba yarrellii
Irakleio, Irakleio, 1 adult, 17+20/10/2015, photos, (M.Dretakis).
The specific subspecies is very rarely observed in Greece.

Great Reed Warbler   Acrocephalus arundinaceus
Irakleio, Malia, 1 first winter, 11/1/2015, ringed, photo, (M.Noidou, D.De Mesel). 
This is one of the very few winter records of the species in Greece.

Red-backed Shrike   Lanius collurio
Rodopi, Elos, 1 adult male, 22/12/2014, (P.Petrou).
This is one of the very few winter records of the species in Greece.

ΙII. Rare species observations accepted by the Committee but included in Category E 

The following observations were accepted, but the recorded species are highly likely to be escapes and are not therefore included in the List of the Birds of Greece:

White-eared Bulbul   Pycnonotus leucotis 

Irakleio, Aposelemis, 1 adult, 15/4/2009, photo, (M.Naletaki).
House Finch   Carpodacus mexicanus
Attiki, Alimos, 1 adult male, 24/5/2015, photos, (N.Nellas).
IV. Rare species observations not accepted by the Committee

The following observations were rejected by the Committee for not having satisfactory facts and details that would help in the right identification of the species or they were erroneously identified: 

Pink-footed Goose   Anser brachyrhynchus
Evros, Evros Delta, 2 individuals, 10/1/2015, photos.

Greater Scaup   Aythya marila
Thessaloniki, Volvi, 1 adult female, 26/12/2015, photos.

Rough-legged Buzzard   Buteo lagopus
Magnisia, Karla, 1 individual, 13/1/2013, photos.

Tawny Eagle   Aquila rapax
Serres, Kerkini, 1 individual, 5/11/2015, photos.

Armenian Gull   Larus armenicus
Lesvos, Gera, 1 third year, 22/4/2010, photo.

Fthiotida, Atalanti, 1 second winter, 17/2/2013, photo.

Thessaloniki, Gallikos Delta, 1 first winter and 1 second winter, 26/12/2013, photos.
Thessaloniki, Gallikos Delta, 1 first winter, 29/12/2013, photos.
Attiki, Sounio, 2 second year, 5/4/2014, photos.
Richard’s Pipit   Anthus richardi
Irakleio, Irakleio, 1 individual, 9/1/2015.
Siberian Stonechat   Saxicola maurus variegatus
Lesvos, Sigri, 1 first year, 25/9/2015.

V. Re-evaluation of rare species records

The following records have been re-evaluated by the Committee and based on new evidence and elements or facts or items (see individual records for outcome): 
Steppe Eagle   Aquila nipalensis
Evros, Evros Delta, 1 immature, 5/2/2010.

The Committee, based on new evidence, reviewed the submission report (HRC, 2011) and decided to reject the observation. As such the number of records for the country of this species are 44.

Isabelline Shrike   Lanius isabellinus phoenicuroides

Antikythira, Batoudiana, 1 adult female, 15/5/2006.
The Committee, based on new evidence, reviewed the submission report (HRC, 2007) and decided to reject the observation. As such the number of records for the country of this species are 8.
Common Rosefinch   Carpodacus erythrinus
With the help of specialists the Committee reviewed all records of the species from the period of 1995-2015, as there is a confusion risk with House Finch (Caprodacus mexicanus). It was unanimously decided that all records of the species from Athens to be rejected, as was the record of a juvenile ringed on Antikythira on the 7/10/2008 (total of 19) as they likely were House Finches. As such the number of Common Rosefinches recorded in Greece is 26.
VI. Species removed from the List of the Rare Birds of Greece
The Committee has reviewed the species it considers and the following species, now each with over 50 records, are to be removed from the HRC’s List of the Rare Birds of Greece:

Rough-legged Buzzard           Buteo lagopus
Saker Falcon                           Falco cherrug
Bluethroat                              Luscinia svecica
VII. Total evaluation results
In the year 2015, the Committee evaluated 153 registration forms. 

Of them, 140 records were accepted to Category A and 2 records for Category E (92.80%), while 11 records were not accepted (7.20%) to Category A.
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